
Thirunelly Tribal 

 Special Intervention Programme 

 

Thirunelly programme is the special programme initiated by National Rural 

Livelihood Mission for giving special care and for bringing in sustainable 

development in the tribal predominant area in the district-Thirunelly. Wayanad 

District Mission had been paying special attention to the project as it is for the 

social upliftment as well as the social inclusion of the tribal population in their 

district. Let’s have a look into the activities that had been initiated to bring in 

sustainable changes in the lives of tribal people in the Thirunelly region of 

Wayanad. Kudumbashree District Mission of Wayanad had been paying special 

care and attention into the programme implemented by National Rural Livelihood 

Mission in the state.  

 

Tribals in Kerala 

Tribals in Kerala, oftenly called as ‘Adivasis’ are the indigenous population found 

in the southern Indian state of Kerala. Most of the tribal people of Kerala live in 

the forests and mountain areas of Western Ghats, bordering with the states 

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. 

According to the 2001 census of India, the Scheduled Tribe population in Kerala is 

3,64,189. Wayanad District has the highest number of tribal population in the 

state. i.e., Wayanad district has 1,36,062 tribal people. Idukki and Palakkad 

districts are the next two that make the lion portion of the native tribal people 



groups in the state. In Idukki it is 50,973 and in Palakkad it is 39,665. The Paniya 

(Paniyar) are the largest of the 35 major tribes in Kerala. 

 

The Primitive Tribes of Kerala 

The Tribal people groups who are food-gatherers, who do not have any habit of 

agricultural practice, with a high diminishing population and very low or little 

literacy rates can be called as the Primitive Tribes. 

Cholanaikkans, Kurumbas, Kattunaikans, Kadars and Koragas are the five primitive 

tribal groups in Kerala. They constitute nearly 5% of the total tribal population in 

the State. Cholanaikkans can be said as the most primitive of them. Kattunaikans, 

another lower-hill community related to Cholanaikkans, are mainly seen in 

Wayanad district and some are seen in Malappuram and Kozhikode districts as 

well. 

 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) is a government of India classification 

created with the purpose of enabling improvement in the conditions of certain 

communities with particularly low development indices. 

The Dhebar Commission (1960-1961) stated that within Scheduled Tribes there 

existed an inequality in the rate of development. During the fourth Five Year Plan 

a sub-category was created within Scheduled Tribes to identify groups that being 

considered at a lower level of development. This was created in the basis of 



Dhebar Commission report and other studies. This sub-category was named 

"Primitive Tribal Group" (PTG). The features of such a group include a pre-

agricultural system of existence that is practice of hunting and gathering, zero or 

negative population growth, extremely low level of literacy in comparison with 

other tribal groups. The groups that satisfied any one of the criterion were 

considered as PTG. At the conclusion of the Fifth Five year plan, 52 communities 

were identified as being a "primitive tribal group", these communities were 

identified on the basis of recommendations made by the respective state 

governments. At the conclusion of the Sixth Five year plan 20 groups were added 

and 2 more in the Seventh Five year plan, one more group was added in the 

eighth five-year plan, making a total 75 groups were identified as PTG. In 2006 the 

government of India proposed to rename "Primitive tribal group as "Particularly 

Vulnerable Tribal Group". PTG has since been renamed Particularly Vulnerable 

Tribal Group by the Government of India. 

 

Tribal special interventions in four Districts 

National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM) made special interventions in 4 

districts of Kerala, viz., Thirunelly Panchayat (Wayanad district), Aralam Farm 

(Kannur district), Nilambur Block (Malppuram district) and parts of Idukki district. 

In line with the project implemented in Attapady, a comprehensive approach and 

sustainable development programme is envisaged in major tribal predominant 

areas of the State as an expansion. The project aims at effectively attaining socio-

economic development in these areas through the construction of strong social 

institutions of women and enable them to engage in micro-credit, sustainable 



livelihoods, upliftment of social status, accessing entitlements and rights and 

asserting agency as equal citizens in the development process. The project aims 

to alleviate the social and economic deprivation of Kattunaykan, Adiya and Paniya 

tribal communities of Kerala. Women’s institutions would be built up strongly in 

these areas to be able to lead towards total financial inclusion leading towards 

poverty alleviation and social development. 

The programme envisages in mobilizing the tribal population into a three tier 

institutional structure of self-sustaining institutions and endeavours 

comprehensive development of these families with reduced vulnerabilities, 

improved socio-economic and livelihood status and maximized access to their 

rights and entitlements. 

 

Implementation Phase 

There are around 164 hamlets identified in Thirunelly Panchayath. 32 of them are 

from Kurichyar tribe, who are more family bounded and who prefer to live as big 

families. They have common land and common income. The other tribes include 

Paniya, Adiya, Kaattunayka, Kuruma, Vetaykuruma, Malayaraya and Cholanayka. 

The programme is implemented mainly focusing on such tribes.  

The programme mainly envisages in making them aware of their rights and is also 

planned to issue them Aadhaar Card and ration card and own bank accounts for 

their social inclusion. As per the programme, they were grouped and those being 

the Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG), extensive group training would 

be given to them. 20 Animators were appointed for the successful 



implementation of the programme. The training would be given to them in such a 

way that by giving it regularly, it would be made them to ask for their needs by 

themselves. The programme is framed giving special care to their livelihood, 

education and health.  

For the total inclusion, Neighbourhood Groups (NHG) would be formed. The 

second step would be to focus on their livelihood. The social mapping and the 

resource mapping would also be done and from top to bottom grading would be 

done.  Vulnerability Reduction Fund (VDF) and Community Investment Fund (CIF) 

and Agriculture Fund would be made availed to them.  

It is planned to form Ooru Samithi as well. A cluster of NHG leaders would also be 

formed. Studying the issues of the NHGs, the one which is needier would be 

issued the funds. 

Regarding the academic development of the children, Bridge School would set up 

for the children who hadn’t been to schools so far as well as for the dropouts and 

school going student as well.  Health interventions are also one of the salient 

features of the tribal intervention at Thirunelly. It is planned to reduce the 

alcoholism among the tribal youth in the hamlets by launching producer 

companies of the youth, thereby to make them aware of their duties and to make 

them more responsible. Balasabha is also one of the main areas that is planned to 

be focused on.  Along with Youth clubs special focus will be given to Balasabha as 

well.  For generating a steady income of their own, the locally available works 

would be made available to the youth for earning an income of their own.  They 

would be motivated to be part of the arts and sports activities. They would be 

given awareness classes on the negative, adverse effects of drugs. Classes would 



also be given to the children regarding the health and hygiene.  They would be 

taught the traditional tribal art forms so as to revive them.  

In the second stage of the programme, this would be taken to the higher levels 

that they would be made aware of the need of income and savings in one’s life. 

The survey would be completed and the group formation would be completed 

and would make them talk about their own rights. As decided earlier, it is planned 

to start the community kitchen and bridge course together. 

  

Scope of the Programme 

 The programme has got huge relevance in the present scenario. The 

interventions in the tribal sectors of Thirunelly should be of help for the real 

beneficiaries of the programme. The programme is in its starting stage. The 

programme is properly and clearly planned by the co-ordinators of the 

programme. If it would be executed properly, the programme would bring in 

drastic changes. It means that only a proper execution will bring in fruitful results. 

The scientific and realistic way of approach that the programme would give better 

results and would undoubtedly bring in positive changes in them. National Rural 

Livelihoods Mission had made a path breaking gesture by launching such a 

programme.  

 

 


